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An Analysis of the Image of Vajra in Yungang Grottoes

JIA Ling-chan
(Yinchuan Cultural Relics Administration Office, Yinchuan Ningxia, 750000)

Abstract: When Vajra was introduced into China with Buddhist art, the nature of the Dharmapala has not changed, but the image
has several times on the way to the east. When arriving at Yungang, it became what we see today under the dual influence of Han
culture and Xianbei culture. Vajra in Yungang Grottoes is generally believed to originate from the early Buddhist monasteries in India
and the door-god shaped yaksha on both sides of the cave doorway. The development of Vajra in Yungang Grottoes can be roughly
divided into two stages. The early image reflects more artistic styles in Western Asia, Central Asia and Western Regions, and is mixed
with Xianbei cultural elements. In the later stage of development, influenced by the ancient Chinese door-god culture, it began to
change to a single Han style. From the perspective of the evolution, the image of Vajra in Yungang Grottoes bears no direct relation to
the Dharmapala Yaksha in India

Key words: Yungang Grottoes; yaksha; Vajra; door-god



